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T the battle of Drew-
ry's Blufl, on the i6th
dny May, 1504

while engoged 1n cnl

wl
ing for the wounaed
on the railrond 1rack
between the 1wo col-
ithe

tending armices,

rebol cavalry mnde a
bold dash and
ured sowe of onr men,
We were hostidy tuken
Lo and

lg we

ount-

Petershuryg
ih &
warchouse,

confined
tobncco
v Lort

i WETE VS

 GEVPLL T \ robbied of

all onr personal ellects
—watch, pockethouk, pockethunile, Iead-pen-
cil 1 ed hard fo
the memorandum and pencil, bt to
1 was, however, allowed to retain
& holf-piut tin-oup, which proved 1o be very
valuable,

beenps

apd memorand um, 4

(14

avail

After remnining in Petersburg a few days,
Anderson-
in
hrokes

we were started for the famous
ville stocknde. We were
freight-cars with leaky rools,

trausporied
box

Qoors, ete., which, after all, was a hlessing, |

a8 it furpizshod some ventilution, Owing to
the poor condition of the Confederate rail-
rond= @l {hat time, we were several dayvs and
pights going from PPetersborg to Auderson-
ville, & distance «of T We
were erowded GO in euch car,  As they wern

shout miiles,
bt tl;:lii foct widle and 28 to 30 foet long
we were compelled, in lymg dowsn, to all lie
ob our sides and face the e way  TOW
on cuch side of the ear,—our leos locked to-
pother in the eenter, with our nrms for | il-
¢ the bottom of the car lora mat-
We conld not

EEMAIN

lows at
Hees
IN ONE
nol turn the
Cid, as we wer Joint Ledd very I']H.‘"'l" together,

POSITION LOXNG,

ant! one could unless whiole

aud when we eould siand it no longer some-

une wonld yell ont, “ Boy's, let’s turn over!

AN mght 17 Apa to the right or ol
cuve Riigiit be, flop,

Thus

a4 1he
and over we would

ooy b5

‘g

",

we passed several days and u

11"

st we reached] Andersouville, oo The Jst

doy of June; nnd bad we been told by the
ribels thetnselves whint was in #tore for us
e T«
guestion Lias been arlied thousands of times

A told

%
LR L]

would net have bolieved t1hem

te The stories ¢ the horrors ol

& ol
Aundorsonville trui

Wesay, " Yeu; it would be d.0icult to ex-
apperate thew.”

We enter the stockade June 1 it is rain-
ing ; we make a msh fur the crevk
suflerefl much from thitet since loaving
; we find it full of men trying

el
Laa™

having

Vetersborg
to winh Lhemwselves apd thelr clothies w
oul goap; othiems nEing 1t for pulupre s poot ss
Hily We get as nesr the head of the erevk
1}

g we eun, and where L epters Lhe stocknde,

fhat we oy gel waler as clean as possible,

Sod 1hie s as it oomes through the reln cump
I

slockade we ke Poce « { Lwo 'll_'“ ooy seant-

ling, nud poles natled on top, ubout three

leet Liigh.

THIN

gntside the stockude,

IS THE DEAD-LINE.

We have beon 10ld nothing about it. A man
vopches nuder 1o got o cup of water. Crack
goos g rifle,  Jle fails dend ; the Lall bas en-

L Wensk
Wenre tyld ¥l
that §
NI

tered the top ol dis bet the meun-

g of thie jrsancrs who

us Lhat the doad.

Dol pel
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;.'.'lr.--.‘_- | ey We

ust ol L, or we will be

801,

“Tot thisx man was invide

not

L gt aoeup of waler.'

Lhe only

el utider it
“*Wall, all 1he rolacls waut is 1o

antder there and they wil
We gt uk ol Lithy waler and pro-

eocd Lo tuke an joventory of

We turn uy

It ke boon raining

i
st & hand
s Lot

our Ay
the surround.
’

ope o Lhe narow slreets

2
Lhic #lreets are muddy
N very hot
nhout 30
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biiy
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B Ll
pourvy sod dropey ; b
aund iufl thet 3t e
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Yy
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wao Plloons])
)

I

10T BOIeont
sl ba h
Kpouw

dou't you put me vt
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ve. Why
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i, ;uh'l L] t]ll
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Thie next attract
foct in e ¥
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N it
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the midst ol

il sonnd s hinlf of feen
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woeme an

thon

B Ceus

foresl, with siinde of 151

l ll.;

View

Lreos in
kel
#0 wmuch forwvood with such ay abpodan
witiio & Jew rode of dhe )

We next turn onr atleation 1o a locstion
for & home, 1

are hunpry.,

i

11 seemed basd that we sl ot llc

1inG0,

1 -'i."!at I8 comange on and we

We ae told by comrades tha

we are to hoave no ration until the next dav,
and perbieps pol then; il was very unoer-
ain. The prospect of Jiving—at Jeast, willy

auy sl of cowlort—Joukoed

VOTH

ifioon feetl feotn the |

—NEW SERIES.

Eoiny. |

Our personal eflects consisted of cap, blouse,
flavncl shiet, pants shaes and b!m"..'.'l;_'-l_ and
the tin cup wiiich 1 had clung to with a fina
grip since leaving Potershurg.
1 soon found by inguiry and personal ob-

servation that evere muan was for himself, so

I lay dowmn on the wet ground and soon fell

“TO CARE FOR HIM WHO HAS BORNE

and get some poles, and to let me take my
time. Talk shout the enjoyment of a trip
to Califoraia, Thousand Islands, or White
Monntaine; this was snperior to them all. 1

got the poles, and by diligent scarch fora day

' 1 discovered a pine lo,

aglecp, It rained ot iptervals throuch the
night, nnd when mornipg «nine I was in a
pitlable condition, ot the sun «oue out
warm and dejed y clothes,

I had mow beens a priscper 17 days, with |
Little or no opportanily 1o destroy the ver-

min in wy clothes, As the plot of ground
: thut 1 bad used for
a bed scemed to be ¢laimed by no one,
took u of

down at 9 a m.

1thiee by slx foot

about

In.‘--.-._ ; 1t JOor my 1_‘.|.|r-' 3[”‘ sl
and worked diligently for

one hour with my cdothies off, killing an ene-

iy that proved on the whole 10 Le very de-

1 1.0
vy Sl

Flanedive : many poor fedows actu-
Jile-Blood drawn them :
despondent, got

of home, would Jose their grit,

ally hind 1l {rom

thatl is, they would beoomw

to thinkiz

stop “skicnishing™ for “graybacks,” and
Junt so sure as n wan did not spo nd at leost
two hours & t:..l:‘ al this wost imperiant
‘\l_]i‘ 11- wWis
LR G I oaNER OR LATER,
The vermin v fo numerous thuat they
waore not -m i and ontside our clothinge,

but on the gronnd vou oould sce them any
time by
the spnd,
I TiOwW ‘.'-
und ) i
end that 1 mu
1 can muster,
gute, 1 am
not die here

was 10 gel somn L

1
sl VL3

steadlly for 4 moment in
I i
¥
L]

L& A N OLUcr 10
i exar

I bad

soing witt of here alive: | will

pet ont of here alive

1l the wall power

@i

sald om colering the

» thi= Lol
i of

inventory of thoe d e

My next thoaght
a0 tonk an

in the

shelter

il res

vicinity., Some bad o rubber hlanlket on four
glicks gluck in thereonud: 1this wonld shel-
ter them from thie sou buat not from the rain.

Llankets with &
oer both from the =an

Othiers were wade of 1wo
pitch, and wis a #)
aud 1ein. Such buiddings were very scarce,
from the fact that most of the prisoners

when captured liud sl their personal effects

taken from them vas wy own cugs, Oth.
ers boad bomimowed to the side hill, and
propyped up the entrance with sticks and
woven iu twigs to keep them from eaving.
I'risoncrs who were fortunate or unforivaate
#8 the ense way be) o get in there when
the stockade war first completed, hud se.
cured guite emafortable gnarters from the
logs, slubs and brush, the =} 1-?_‘ ol which

oed 1o thesa rer would be exhansted,
But 1he Gt
the prizon a stump eould be seon, and o
bundle of wond cight inches long and «ight

inches in dipineter ws in

B It
Loy of June, wh'n we entered

not

worti 50 vents

|

or two procnred string enough to tie the tops
I completed the framework, bor-
rowed a knifv, and started for the swamp 1o
gef the boz birick, 1 had cat out a few when
nhont eight or 10
inches anderground. I held my Lreath for
a moment, and Ioked around to see if any
of wmy feliow-prisoners were looking at me.
I hastily covered it up, a8 1 knew I had
found a bonanza, for there was nothing so
valuable as wood,
There was at that time between 25000

hl;:l-li er.

| and 30,000 prisoners in the stockade, and
| = : : :
we would draw for a week at a time a pint

ol coarse cornmeal and onc-fonrth teaspoon-
ful of sult for & day's ration. The rchwels

would bring in two Joads of wood, and when

' divided a man would have a picce about the

| “!lf\lll’ r

| enoked,

gize of a Jend-pencil, FEguads of 10 or 12
sticks together, put
their meal in one digh and let it eock until
the fire went out, then divide and eat,
one-half or wholly
Others who were not fortunate

men wounld put their

one-fourth,
enouph to et into a cooking squad, or bave
adish large enough to cook in, would eat
their mesl raw and trode their little piececf
wood for tohaces or other commodities,

| O SELT, FOR CAKH,

yronlize w ‘i',‘.' I 1;"."[_‘ l_‘t.'. to |

| of it.

I now decided to abaadon further work on
my borse untii that log was converted into
money ; the diffieally now was to get an ax
with which to cut it, as there were bot two
Lor three known to be in the prison. The
not furaish, nor would they allow,
in the shape of tools in the pen.

These axes had in some way been smuggled
| ia or found there, and the ovners had to be
very carcfol nnless the robels would ses and

. g
rebels d

d

anyviliing

oon fiscate them, The usnal price for the use
of these axes per hour was 50 cents in our
money or $5 in Confederate money. |
looked up the owner of one of these axes,
told himm what I had fonnd; that 1 had ne

money, and if be would let me take his ax 1

WASIIINGTON. D. C.. Tl_l}iRS

would pay him for it when I sold the wood, !

or I woald give him half the log for the use
le =aid he wonld take lLalf the log.
I got it out, ent it up and sold my half for
&5 in our money.
circumetances ; the result of the income from
hisax. If a man had plesty of money in
Andersonville he oould “live like a King,”
as the rebel Quariermaster was more inter-
esled in getting Yankee money than any-
hing ¢lse, and swould bring in loxurica at
the following prices:
in our mouey. §900 in Confederate money ;
small Irish potatoes, 25 ceats each, Yankee
money, $250 rebal monay; black pepper in
kernel, $15—51750 a pound, and other goods
sime proportion. These poode were sold to

Yiankee dealers, whao ia turn sold to the con-

sumers, Flour was sold at retail 50 ecents
per grall tinenp, taken from a flour-sack in
Joose condition with a spoon, One cap
would muke two small bisenite. Tobacco

could be bonght nearly s c¢heap as in our

own lines, I'risoners who bad 20 money

with which to buy tebacco, wonld cut the

our mopey and 35 ia Confederate money,

1 pext iud abhogve smzude of sticksand imbe
spbaout five feet Joong, with one end stock in
the ground and ke lopend tied togetler
with siripgs and coveraed over with ebunks
of bog eut o squure form from the swamp,
They wore casily handled, asd when the
joints were filled im with clay and rmbbed
over and dried by (e n, vwere waterprool,
This w the 1 | of house 1 decided to
build, but where wae I 1o gel the mate-
vial for the Nmamrwouk? It could not be
oldniped inside the mockede, oven if 1 had
sometlang 1o trade for it or money with
which 1e buy, s0 1 sdopted the plan of go-
fug to 1ht gute 2ud Legriug the officern aud

y:...!«‘. in charpe to l#1 we out ln::g t'u-auij':x

10 gt i I poles,
1 vow deterznined 19 eee what goceesy
would Lave in trying to get oot 10 procure

poles with wlich 1o buid my bouse. 1 went

over 10 the Sonth Gote with my tinenp in
band, and called 19 1the poards and ofliceas
in chorge nod told them the condition of
affaire ; that 1 bod no blesukat or shelter, or

suything but what I had an snd the in onp,

They paid no attcation whatever 10 my
pleadivgs, sod wmy prison comrades in the
vicinity of 1he pute only laughed 2t me, and
called we a G for frying to work upon
Lhelr sympaity or for trying fo pet fuvors
from them, 1 told thew I was going 1o
gtitk 10 it vniil J sueeeeded: s0 1 went
the next l.:,". und 1he pext. sod T !3(;1,[:;{
23 duye in suoosssion, and stald there th
most of the Lime throngh the day, ouly be-

ing abzent long enough 1o draw and eat my

10 g, m. and [rom

rations, and freqn 9 Ly w10

dng CAMITTRE oF TRE AX.
§p.m each duy o nid my clothes of ver-
min, Tweniy-o oul Liresi
riined more or J 3 L1 aod 1.'..1}'| il would
rain pechaps Jur un bons, then 1he sun would
slipe, aud we would no wore than get diy

thun AL would rain sgwin ; thus 1t was for a
Conlinuons 1 iree weoks Alter 1 hind ben |
gl the gute ulxoul a wew ] and the oflicers and
gunrds hod come 10 kuow me from the eon-

tinvons ory of “ Say "Tor Qleer

Lieutepant’
of the Guurd, ) " aren’ you going to let me out
»¥" 1 heard a young
reled officer say, * There is that boy again ;
bhe's ol vight swort gri”

ATTER A FEW NMOLE DAYS OF PLEADING
Lthey gul they wonld smile at me, bat
| mever speak 1o we, iud on the morning of

| the 23d day I eaw 1he young officer that had

L I'i.l}‘ 10 pel thins 1

il

beeu casuu'y £0 wany times, asd the same
| one that Lad spoken of wy “gri,” stauding
]I there will two ext:a guards and calling me,
| pid : “ Hae, you ccane out berc!™ and in-

ructed the guaids to take we to the wouds

-

23 days it | ax and do the bribing.

brass buttons from their coals and trade
them with the guards, who prized them very
highly, as they thouglhit they were not real
soldiers unlil they wore brass buttons, and

they were very scaree, execpl as
PROCTELD FEOM THE YAXES,

| I now bad §£5, and what use conld I put it
o that would do the most good? My first
thonghi was to 1-!:_‘;’ l{r;-l.'u.!lunL_' to eat, hut
it would get only one square meal. My
pext thought was to buy a mbber blanket
to sleen on,

bad now cosupleted my honse
and it was a good one.

lic on I would be happy. While waiting
BL G ‘r‘.n:;i‘_v to make o ;_‘,rjr-tl ih"i.‘l!ui‘nl,
- and banging arcund thege ‘e one day, | heard
the rebel officer pive an order to notify the
oflicers that one man from
ench mess of 15 could go ontside once each

‘!q"! At ‘1 (et

day and pet wood for himself and the other
14, Aseoon as I heard this I ran imimedi-
alely 1o the old German Sergeant who was
in charge of our wess and asked him to de-
tal I was the bappiest man
in that prison, or Loy, perhaps, I should
have said, as 1 was but 19 years old, and had
then Leen in the scrvice nearly three years.

1 e ]‘!1‘ did 0.

Thut sppulatment in Andersonville to go sut
and get wood was equal to a Colonel's com-
| mission in the Union army. I could now
The
or us 1o go out; I did uot burry.
| The detailed men went

| throuzh

would bring o husdredfold, and I did.

| fime et

the massive gate inlo the little in-

Liere two ;:I.mlt}‘a 1t i.ilu, aud then

Citslline, w
1' passed through the ouler gate. My whole
ght no How conld
Ido 17 1 woas guile sure we would be
egearched on our return 1o the pate before
z the yprison, and bow could I work
the two rchel guards who were with me, as |
expected they would keep a constant watch
we?  Many thoughts came into my
wind #s we passed along. Should I tell
them of my plan and try to work upon their
eytupathy, or t1y to bribe them? The latter
I conciuded pot to do, when it oecurred to
me that I had but §5 with which to buy the
We had now passed
| somwe distance along the road by the side of
the stockade, and not far from the cook-
'L--a.uu.- was one of our own men doine a
sutles’s business on a pine hoard supported
with suine sticks stuck in the ground. This
| Yankee wos one of a number who had been
given
| A PAROLE OF HONOR
| to go ont and cook for the prisoners inside,
| and the cooking had wow been abandoned,
but some of the men were still out. This
1 feilow was makiog the best of the situation,
| and wasspeculating in Irish and sweet pota-
toes, epgs, watermelops, ete, His customers
' were wostly rebel soldiers, Ilis store was
f perhaps 50 feet from the road, T asked the
guards if I could step up there a minute;
i tbey made no reply, but brought their

aon v Wwas 1o pel an ax.

| enterning

ove ]

muskels 1o an order arms, and they remained
in the road; just what I wanted them todo.
I told the merchant if he would get me an

Ilour, 50 }m‘ll!t!h. £450 '

see an opportunity to invest my $5 where it |

out one at a time |

l

DAY, J

THE BATTLE, AND FOR HIS WIDOW AND ORPHANS."
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ax while I was gone, take the helve out and
tie a string toit, I would give him $5 in our
money., He said, “All right; I have gotone
here now.” We went on. I got my wood,
filled the haversack, which I had borrowed,
with pine boughs, which were more valu-
able in that pen for & bed than feathers,
When we came near the stand on our return,
I told the gnards T wanted to step up there
again to get something I had bought. I had
to bring aull the nerve I possessed to bear,
lest they should discover my anxiety and

[ mistrust something was wrong, aud I also

feared they would go wp with me, but they
did as before, and dropped the butts of
their guus to the ground, and I passed up.
Oa the way the Yauokee sutler shouted out,
“Where are you going to put these potatoes;
in that haversack ?” I stepped up to the
board sidewise, unbuitoned my blouse and
told him 1o slip the ax down inside my
pants, and tie the string to my suspenders.
He did it in grand sbape ; he put his hand
in the haversack two or three times, kept
his eyeson the guards, and when a favorable

Crrrisa Dows THE STOCKADE.

opportunity came, elipped the ax in and
tied the string.

Now the tug of war was certainly com-
ing. Could I get through that gate without
Every man had to throw
his wood dowa and be searched., There had
a great any preceded me, and the search-
ing officers were wellnigh tired out. As I

losing my prize?

| came to the gate and threw the wood down
This fellow was in good |

one of the searchers said:

“What have you got in that baversack ?”

“Pine boughs for & bed, sir,” was my re-
ply, and with that be ran his hand in and
stirred around until ke was satisfied, and let
me pass in. The next day, when I weat out
for wood, I stopped again and arranged with
tiie sutler to throw the heive in the road
when he saw me retorning, and I would
pick it up as wood, which was about all a
Sonthern ax-helve was, So far as shape
was econcerned, they were mads perfectly
straight, with a slight knoh &t the end to
keep the hand from slipping off. 1 picked
it up and earried it in with my wood. I was
now in shape to enter into a profitable basi-
ness, and my entire YUme must be given toit,
and I must give up the pleasant duty as-
sigued me of going out after wood. I had
not yet ncenmulated beupghs enongh for a

| bed, so went out the next day, and on my

If 1 had a blanket to |

return saw, just ontside the gate,

A FELLOW-PRISONER IX THE STOCKS
facing the sun, drawn np so that his tees
juet touched the ground. As we came nearer
I disenvered that he was dead ; had been in
there 24 hours and died there; was put in
for trying to escape,

In oider to take care of.my ax, which
neelded constant walching, I gave up the
pleasant duty of * toting ™ wood to apother.
I got 50 cents an hour for the use of the ax,
and it was in constant demand, Was then
Living gquite comfortable; had a mud house,
pine boughs to lie on and a blanket (which
I bunght for $5) to put over or under me,
as the care might require,

We were having terrible times with the

Y Raiders” so called, a class of roughs and

cut-throats who were living on the death of
othera, They became so bold and predom-
inating that they would murder men in
the daytime. Their principal victims were
amoug the newcomers, who were arriving
uluost every day. They would watch them
and when night cawe would rob them, and
if roy resistance was made would cut their
throats,

Six of these reidera, among them o man
nicknamed * Moseby ” the ringleader of the
gang, were tried by court-martial and hung
by the law-ab ding prisoners,

WITH THE PRINCIFAL RAIDERS GOXE,
and an organized body of police, we Lad
much better order afler that. Abont that
time the stockade was enlarged on the north
side by eight or 10 acres; the prison had
become so crowded that there was hardly
room for the men to lie down, We were
given to understand that when the new
stockade was completed around this inelos-
ure, the gnards would be withdrawn from
that end of the siockade and we could go
through. We knew there would be fun
when that time arrived, from the fact that
the prisoners were saffering as much ns ever
for wood with which to cook the meal, and
those hundreds of large timbers were vala-
able to cut up for wood snd staves for pails,
and slabs with which to make shelter, and
when we got through into the new inclosure
there were the stumps, tree-tops and brush to
e fought for by those whoe were strongenough
tostand np. We knew the police would have
no control, as they would be as mueh inter-
ested as any in securing some of the precious
commodity. These timbers were hewn from
the tree, were 21 feet long, 12 inches square,
and sunk six feet in the ground. They were
ay close together ns they could be placed.
Oun the outside of the stockade, a short diz-
tance apart, and about three feet from the
top, was a platform, with a pair of stairs or
ladder leading to it, and on the platform
the guards were stationed overlooking the
pricon.  On each of the four corners of the
prison outside was a battery of artillery of
six guns, so arranged that every part of the
inclosure was covered by their range. The
question has been put to prisoners many
timnes since then, * Why dido't yon make a
break and go through that stcckade, over-

power the rebels, take their arms, and march
into the Union lines? ”

In answer I say: 1. Nothing eould be
done without organization. We were con-
tinually fronted with the months of 24 can-
non loaded with grape and canister, with the
order before us that if we congregated in
groups of over 100, they would fire iuto ua.
2. There was a stockade 15 feet high, with
guards on top, ouly shert distances apart,
with loaded muskets. 3. Where was the
strength to come from to knock down or
climb the stockade? Men who were living
on raw meal and stock peas (as they were
called then, a black bean with a bug inevery
other one—swe cooked bugs and all), and
clothes wet for three weeks at a time,
were poor specimens to make a break nnder
those cirenmsiances, The result of such an
attempt wounld have resalted in the

DEATH OF EVERY MAN IN THE PRISON.

The time was now near at band that we
were to break through into the new inclos-
ure. I began to see Lthe need of ene or more
partners in busive:s for self-protection. The
larger and stronger the squads or messcs
were, the better they were ofl; they chum-
med together generally in squads of from
two to six. I made np my mind that I
would find from a rew squad of prisoners
who had just arrived three or four good

partners. I knew I would have no trouble |

in entering into a copartnership, as I had an
ax and a blanket. I found feur very ac-
ceptalile ¢ompanions, whose names I have
forgotten, also their regiment, bat think
they were from Vermont or New Hamp-
shire; one of them afterward died while in
our mess,

We arranged a program {ir the rush at
the stockade. When the signal should be
given we were to Keep together, cut down
and pile np what we could of the timbers,

and hold them if possible; after that we |
I had bad exorhitant |

wese to l=t the ax.
priers offered me for the use of it to cut
down the timbers—as high 2s §10 per honr.
The time came, and every man who was able
to stand up and fizht made a ruosh. Our
squad was armed with four good clubs and
an ax. We chopped as fast as we could and
sccared four pieces. The ends that were
left in the ground were quickly dug out by
other squads with Lalf canteens, This was
the most general aud usefid tool used in the
stockade, They were nsed to dig wells,
carry water, cook in, diz tunnels, ete. The
most of the timbers were dug ont with those
balf canteens, It took but aszhort time to
complete the work; they were all down
when we had our fourth stick cnt. Eqoads
of two, three or four men would have a
timber nearly dug out when another sqnad,
who thought they were stronger, wounld
jump in the hole, and, driving the weaker
party out, would take the stick. We now
let our ax during the day and used it our-
selves at night, We selected a spot close
agsinst the new dead-line, at the extreme
north end of the stockade, split up two of
our sticks iuto slabe, made the sidea and
back of our new house, and the roof was
composed of twe blinkets; the other two
sticks we put in front and against the tent,

so when sleeping we bad our feet agaiust |

them, and when

AXYONE WOULD TRY TO STEAL THEM
the movement of the sticks would awaken
us. Don’t think that all of those 30,000 men
were thieves, cut-throats and dizhonest, for
they were not. DBut it was difficuls then,
even a8 now in our peaceful, moral and cul-
tured times, to get a8 many men together
without having some rascals among them.
We were now a good ways from the creek,
up high on the hill. The distance from
water, and its filthy condition, compelled the
inhabitants in our part of the city to dig
wells. It was quite an undertaking, as we
knew we would bave to go very deep. We
could get no favors from the rebels by way
of tools to dig with, or ropes with which to
draw up the dirt. Our prineipal tool was
the famous half eanteen used fur so many
purposes. Our Yankee conteens were made
of two picces of heavy tin nearly the
shape of a sauccr, soldered togetlier. By
parting them you had two uvseful articles.
With these we dog wells from four to R0
feet deep, necordiag to the distance from the
creek. A number of men would club to-
gether and dig; tearing up their clothes and
braiding them together for ropes to let down
and haul wp the digger and the dirt, and
water nfter we got it. A baversack was
generally used to put the dirt in.  One thing
was very favoiable to the digging of these
wells, After you struck the sub-soil there
was a Kind of whkite clay that did not ecave,
s0 we had no trouble from that source.

These wells, where they were near the dead-
line, were olten used as a starting point for
tonnels. This was the principal method of
escape from the prison, and they were com-
menced as wear the dead-line as possible.
It was a long, tedious task, generally taking
three or four weeks to do the work, for the
dirt all bad to be carried to the creek or
swamp in baversacks, or blouses generally.
From four to six men were usually let inte
the secret,

THEY ALWAY? WORKED IN THE NIGHT,
never in the day time; would commenes in
the center of their tent and dig a hole eight

feet deep, when a well was not used, then tun-
nel as near oa & level na possible ander the
dead lize; they were obliged to go eight feet
deep, as the stockade timbers wore six feet in
the ground, ‘The mode of digging was to take
a half eanteen and n haversack, fill it with
earth, aud pass it between yoar legs to the man
back of you, and ho would tuke it while an-
other was being filled, and back up, draggiong
it after him to the mouth of the tunnel, when
the others would tote it to the ercek. It was
pecessary to carry the dirt some distasce, fiom
the fact that the rebels came in every morning
lovking for tunnels, and any fresh dirt discov-
ered would give them aclew, Anpother method
of discovery was to go around on the inside of
the dead-line with a large pounder and thump
on the ground and listen for a hollow sound.
Dauring the day tho hole in the tent or mouth of
the tunnel was neatly covered over with some~
thing strong enocugh to liec down on, and when
the rebels looked in the teat or hut for a tunnel,
there wus ono man or wore lying thers on a
blanket. Juthis mannerthey woukld work until
the tunpel wascompleted, They asually dug 20
or more feet cutside of the stockade before com-
ing up. From 1to3o'clock in the morning was
the time generally chosen to escape. They
would take to the woods and swamps, aud go

a8 far as they conld befure daglight. Every
morning between 5 and 6 o’eloek two rabels on
horseback, with six bLisedheunds each, would
go aroand on the sutside of the stockade, and
if any prisoners had escaped during the night
the bloodheunds would take the trail and
away they would go after them, and in nine
cases oub of 10 wounld recapture them, bring
thema back, and punish tham by making them
wenr a ball and ehain, bucking and sngging,
confinement in stocks, without food or drink,
& punishment from which they seidom raliied.
{'l'he condition of the prison at the time of
which I write, about Augunat 1, was fearful,
FLIES, MAGGOTS AND VERMIN
by the millions, stench anendurable to those
not used to it; from 130 to 250 dying every 24
Lkours; the living quasreling over the dead, to
see who should exrry them ont to the dead-
house, Twa men were allawed to carry out s

| dead man, and as 3 compensation eould bring

‘ in some wood on their retarn. Four men are
tenting together; one of them is takem sick:
daring his sickness three men from his own
regiment, who live ea the other side of tha
creek, come over to see him, He diess The
men from his regiment elaim the body on the
ground that the dead wan was & member of
their regiment : his messmates on the ground
that they had cared fur him in hissickness. That
night the body was stolen from the outside of
the tent. As soon na discovered, the three men
went aver tha ereek. fonnd the corpse with the
membors of his regiment ; had n fight, whipped
their opponents, and broaght the bedy back,
and took it out to Lhe dead-bogse the next
morning.

I now coms to the great storm In Aogust,
about the 10th, at whicis time the great Provi-
dence Spring, of which there has been 3o much
| said, Broke out: it was indeed providential, as
thousandas of the nien, who Bad no interest in
ansd could get no wafer from the privato wells,
were compelled to nse and drink the fllthy

water from the creek. To those men it wis
] a Godsend. The storm wos 2o severe that on
the sidde-bills it washed the earth away so that
it underminod tents, plowed great gullies two,
three, and four fect deep; and it was from one
of these deep gulliss iuside the dead-line dur-
ing the storm that the spring broke ont. Pre-
vious to the storm the spring, without doube,
came up in the ereck 30 or 40 feet, or perbaps
more, boluw. Whils we couslderad
THE COMING OF TIE SPRING PROVIDESTIAL,
it did not, a5 & great many suppose, break forth
without materal eouse. It camo in o grent
mainstorm, and the breaking of the bunks
opened the spring farther up the hill, where
| wa esuld make nse of it, and many were the

thanks to the Invisible Power for having sent

the storm. Thug eame the famons Providence
! Spring, with n large stream of pare eold water.
|  And with it eame a slreak of bad luck for
‘tha writer. [ lost my old ax, after having
| received 3360 in Yankee mouney for the use of

it. It had proved to ma to be a precions life-

presesver. It was also a great benefit to those

who paid me 50 cents per heour for the uso of

it. They always got walue reccived for their

money, a3 the logs and stomps thas they dug
i frem the ground would have been almost pse-

less to them without an ax to work them up.
| This old ax, ao valuable to me at that time,
could now be duplicated from junk-barrels for
| thres cents,

There is now great commotion in the stock-
ade ubeut cur being exchanged. Wira has
ordered some of the first detschments to be
ready to go ont to-night. It won't reqnire
much preparation to be ready, as some of them
will ouly have to move their poor bodies to the
gate, a3 they bave little of anything else.
Shoes, eap, and blonse gone, a part of a pair of
pants, a shirt, and owe suspender, comprise
| their wardrobe, The rebel nutborities tell ns
we are cerfainly to be exchunged, and that we
need not try to get away. I have soms friends
in the 12th N. Y, Cav., who belong to ouas of
the first detashments, having entered the stock-
ada amopg the fireat prisoners. They have
orders to leave the silm:{.u!u to-night and take
the train—destination unknown, but to some
point for exchange. There i3 more or less
rejoicing over the prospeets of liberty, but it
is with considernble distrust, as we huve jost
coufldenes in the truth and wveracity of the
lying whelpa. Oune of the 12th N. Y. Cav. boys
—I think it wss Heury Kendall or Frank
Sweet—tells me that one of the men in their
company or delachment has just died, and that
I ean answer to his same and get ont with
them, as the detachment to which I belong ia
of & mueh higher number, and it might ba
weeks befors it would go out. So 1 take the
| dead man's name and place, and board the train
| for we don't know where, but it turos out to be

Charleston, 8. C. We were packed s when we

ecame, in box and cattle ears, but aliowed mueh

more freedom than before; this wos a ruse
| used by the rebels to keep us from attempting
| to escape; there were bust two to four guards
to each car, and we were allowed to jnmp off
and on as weo pleased. When we arrived at
| Charleston wo were placed in & public square
| and stroagly guarded by infantsy and artillery.
| Wesoon lcarned that the exchuoge promiised
' us waa an exchange from one stockado to an-
other. We remmined in this park for several
days, waiting for the complstion of the Florence
(8. C.) stockade, which was sbout 100 miles
from Charleston,
tima for the want of water: and do you know
that the pangs of thirst are ten times more
aggravating than these of bunger? We were
toid to dig for water; and there were several
small wells dug with our tin saucers made
from our eanteens, We had only to dig about
four feet, but such water! It was reily and
brackish, and the more we drank of it the
more wa wanted. There frequently came iuto
the camp, while thers,

SIITENS OF CHARITY,

who were very kind to some of the men. Of
cuurse we egould not &ll expect charity from
them : those who did receive gifts, got a towel
or A& piece of sonp, or something of that kind.

The time finully came for us to be taken
to the Flerence steckade. We all knew
where we were going, asad the rebels were
aware that we knew it, so placed & very strong
guard over us, The usuul number of 60 were put
in box and eattle cars, with four guards in the
ear and a séore or more on tep, heavily armed
with rifles and revolvers. The condition of
the railroad ean best be determined frow the
fact that we were from early in the morning
until 11 o'clock at night going 104 miles—
about seven miles an hour. To the majority
of the prisoners on board it was the most
agzimvating day of their prison experience.
It so happened (either purposely or otherwise)
that the rebels guve na cach (the day belore we
started) a small pieco of raw sult pork and
corn-bread for our rationsa; jnst enough to in-
erease our hunger sml thing, and those who
were fortunate enough to have e¢anteens got
very little satisfaction from the bruockish water
that was in them, but the great majority of us
were without anything to earry water in, so
wers entirely without, as poor 23 it was, As
I have before stated,

THILST IS MUCH MORE AGGRAVATING THAN
HUNGER.
The day was extremely hot and moggy, and
our miscry was complete. We begged and
pleaded for water, but to no avail. Sixty human
beings huddied in each box-car, ou a hot, suliry
day in South Carviina, without food or water!
I doubt if the African slaves in the hold of the
trader’s ship, during those terrible timea of
tratlic in human beiugs, sulfered more thay did
we. In the middle of the afterncon the train
stopped at a waler-tank sapported by poats
about 10 feet high, agninst which there was
a ladder reaching the top of the tank. I was
locking out of the ear door before the frain
stepped, and saw this tank for supplying en-
gines, and I made wp my mind that I wonid
leap from the car, elimb the ladder, and with
my little tin cup get a drink of that water. 1
knew 1 was ronning much risk of getting
shot, but it seemied to me that [ should eertainly
die with thirst if I did not have water at once;
8o a3 soon a3 the train stopped I jumped and
ran for the tank. There were scores of men in
the same condition a3 myszelf, that lezped simal-

{Continucd on Id page.)

We snffered much at this |
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LVE miles from
> Cliy of Pekin, to
thia northwest, are the
grand ruins wlas
was once the Sammer

P
s

reshdence of the Em.
peror of the Flowery

Kiogdom. % was
sacked, burased, and
blown wup by the

Frenchh aad Esglish
soldiers at the time Pekin was: bealeged -
wantonly ruined, for no possible gocd waa
gained, save ooly the immense {reasure
which the allies enrried away.

When Pekin was threatened with an
attack, the Emperor, his household sud Sa-
preme Council left the city for the Summer

ne

|

THEE RUINED PALACKH.

Palace. Out of that they fled just one howe
before the French soldiers snrrounded is
taking nothing with them. Even the women
were left hehind, The Emperor, casting to
the wind his usual sacred invisibility, lefd
on hereeback, with a handful of attendanta

Up to the moment of his flight, his Conn-
cil bad made bim believe that the * fan-qui,”
or foreigners, were defented and put to flight,
Twenty-four hours Iater it was a mazs of
ruins, and, having been polluted by the
hand of foreizners, it hias never heen rebuilt,
| So, when in 1572 I visited it, one could fully
realize the effects of

WAR AND PILLAGK

Billy and I set ons from Pekin at about
9 a. m. the day afier the other two of our
party, Bob and the Growler, leit nn. Wa
immedintely redaced our train and put is
on n war footing. Three carts, the servants,
spare horse, and a boy, were sent hack to
Tientsin, Our food, money and sleeping.
bags were packed in the remaicing cart,
which we sent on ahead to a viillage on the
main ecaravan line, where we intended rest-
ing the first night after Qm visit to the
Sommer Palace. This village was in nearly
a direct line from that piace te the Ming
Tombs,

Starting eut by ounrselves, we leit the
hotel, and, riding slowly throuzh the atreets
of Pekip, left it by the * Great North Gate,”
in the tower of which are the water clock

To tar Mixe ToMns

(the TImperial timekeeper) and the great

taneously fromx the whele train, but the car |

drum, on which the bhours are sonnded,

| The ¢lock eonista of three huge cisterns of
| stone placed en steps, so that, as the water

escapes from the upper, it goes into the
next lower, and, when it is [ull, into the
next. It eseapes little by little,

DROP BY

DROP,

+ and, as the lower fills, its rise indicates npon

a goge the time. The fow of water has,
of course, to he exoctly regulated, so thas
equal rise takes plice in equal time. A
guard is always present to watch for and
strike the hours,

The North Gate, like the other three, con-
sists of & double wall, with & long inclined
way leading up from the outside. When
you enter the outler arch you have to pass
aroand o stone screen, which eloses entirely
from sight the inner entrance and forms &
small fort, whose guns sweep the outer en-
trance and the road beyond.

The inver part of the gate forms & tower
higher than the wall of the city, which forms
the first gate, and from the chamber where
the clock i3, a fine view of country and city
may be obtained.

Heavy oak, iron-bound doors close both
arches, and upon the top of the wall and
the top of the tower are guus used to defend
tho city.

Emerging from the two gates we rode for




